Rite of Marriage

 Between
Michael Allen Cook

And

Christopher Edward Campbell

Friday, May 5th 2006

Ring the bell once to get everyone’s attention.  

The Priest and Priestess speak – This evening we are here to celebrate the love of two people, Michael Cook and Christopher Campbell. For the past 5 and half years they have shared their lives and love with one another. Tonight, they are here to share that love and their commitment to one another with you.
Ring the bell once to summon the attendants.
The Best Women will enter from either side of the back of the room one at a time, alternating sides. The women will be walking down the center aisle to the Altar.
Ring the bell once to summon the Michael and Chris.
Michael and Chris enter the room from the back of the room and each will walk down the sides of the room until they are standing to the bottom step in front of the Altar.

Friends and Family we have come together in the presence of the Divine to witness and bless these two men in the rites of Marriage.

May the place of this rite be consecrated before your God, for we gather here in a rite of love with two who would be wed.
Michael and Christopher come forward.

Michael and Chris step up to the Altar. Placing their candles in the holders.
The union in heart, body, and mind is intended for the help and comfort of one another, in prosperity and adversity.  Therefore marriage is not to be entered into lightly, but reverently.

Michael and Christopher please join hands.

Be with us here O spirits of the air,

With your clever fingers

Tie closely the bonds between these two.

Be with us O spirits of fire.

Give your love and passion

Your own all-consuming ardor.

Be with us here O beings of water.

Give them the deepest of love

And richness of body, of soul and of spirit.

Be with us here, O beings of earth.

Let  your strength and constancy

Be theirs for as long as they desire.

Give to these two before us, we do ask,

Your love and protection.

Michael and Christopher, the two separate candles symbolize your separate lives, separate families and separate sets of friends. I ask that each of you take your lit candle and that together you light the center candle. 

The individual candles represent your lives before today. Lighting the center candle represents that your two lives are now joined to one light, and represents the two of you joining together to become a family.
The Declaration of Consent
Michael, will you have this man to be your partner in marriage? Will you love him, comfort him and keep him in sickness and health and keep faith with him for as long as you both shall live?

(Michael says)

I will

Christopher, will you have this man to be your partner in marriage? Will you love him, comfort him and keep him in sickness and health and keep faith with him for as long as you both shall live?

(Christopher says)

I will
Facing each other.

Christopher repeats:  I take you Michael Allen to be my partner, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.
Michael repeats:  I take you Christopher Edward to be my partner, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

Above you are the stars

Below you the stones,

As time does pass

Remember…

Like a star should your love be constant.

Like the stone should your love be firm.

Be close yet not too close.

Posses one another, yet be understanding.

Have patience each with the other

For storms will come, but they will go quickly.

Be free in giving affection and warmth

Have no fear, and let not the ways or words 

Of the unenlightened give you unease.

For your God is with you.

Now and always.

May I have the rings?
Christopher repeats:

I give this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you.
Christopher, slip this ring, a symbol of the circle of life, onto Micahel’s finger.
The ring is placed on Michael’s finger

Michael repeats:

I give this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you.
Michael, slip this ring, a symbol of the circle of life, onto Christopher’s finger.

The ring is placed on Christopher’s finger.

THE GREAT RITE

Each will say to the other 

May you never Hunger

May you never Thirst
My prayer for you, is an ancient Celtic prayer from the land of my ancestors.

I pray for thee a joyous life,

Honour, estate and good repute.

No sigh from thy breast,

No tear from thine eye.

Be thou a bright flame before me,

Be thou a guiding star above me,

Be thou a smooth path below me,

And be a kindly shepherd behind me.

Today, tonight and forever.

Now that Micahel and Christopher have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, and the giving and receiving of rings, I pronounce that Michael and Christopher are joyfully Wed.

Now walk away from your old lives, and into a beautiful new beginning.

THE KISS

